
 

Bucks 65+ Senior Softball History 
 

1996 

Two senior teams were playing in a Monday and Wednesday night league 
in Levittown.  Recruitment to increase the number of players resulted in 
the formation of a third team, Bristol Tank.  As many players were retired 
they decided 2 games a week was not enough and started a Tuesday and 
Thursday morning practice session at Morrisville Little League field.  At the 
first practice session Billy Minder, Fred Racosta and four other players 
participated but through perseverance more and more players started to 
participate. 
 

 
 
 

1999 

After 3 years in Morrisville the Tuesday and Thursday practice sessions moved to 
Von Hoffman field in Fairless Hills.  The Tuesday and Thursday practice sessions 
eventually became the league that exists today.  As the League expanded games 



were played at Von Hoffman and Queen Anne Park off of Woodbourne Road in 
Lower Makefield. 

 

 

 

2000 

 

By 2000, most senior softball in Bucks County, PA was played at night.  The night 
leagues consisted of men who wanted to play ball but could play only after work 
(or the weekends,) and while some played on teams that traveled to 
tournaments, most played in local leagues 

  

 Mercer County, NJ, just across the Delaware River from Bucks County, had 
a very active night softball program which could be accommodated in its large 
county park with endless fields. Some of those fields had lights so games needn’t 
be finished before dark. The Mercer program enticed many players from 
Pennsylvania to make the easy trip across the river to find more opportunities to 
play. 
  

 In Bucks County, the Bucks County Senior Softball League, having an age 
limit of 60 and above, was playing games with as many as ten teams from all 
around the county, each team with its own home field. This meant teams had to 
travel from field to field for their games. As the population in the county was 



growing, travel was increasing, making travel after work increasingly more 
difficult as the suburbs grew. 
  

 The Mercer County softball play consisted of “seasons,” and when the 
spring/summer season was over, some teams were formed for Fall play. It seems 
that some players who had played in several of these spring/summer seasons 
found themselves not included in the Fall selection. Some players started to meet 
in small groups in the mornings to keep active with some batting and workouts. 
Eventually, the word spread and more joined the group as they met on St. Anne’s 
Field.  There were enough to play full fledged choose up games. Soon players 
formed permanent teams, and played regularly on Tuesday and Thursday. 
  

 A player known for recruiting new players was Ted Killkuskie. Wherever he 
went, he brought up the softball that was being played close to the Delaware 
River, and he urged all to come and join the group. Soon, there were players 
traveling forty-five minutes and more to be able to play in the mornings.  
 

 Before long a group of players from New Jersey began to join the morning 
players. Their manager, Bob Gotwald fitted his group with yellow uniforms and 
named the team World Wide Creations (WWC). The players from Pennsylvania 
had two teams and they selected the Renegades, managed by Skeets Hensor and 
his friend Jeep Davis. The other group was named Oldies But Goodies with Al 
Kazanian as their manager. A fourth team under manager Al Avello emerged and 
was McClister’s Embroiders and later after their sponsor the Puss N Boots (PNB) 
bar. McClister’s paid for all expenses to the league and supplied the hats and 
shirts. When the team shifted to PNB, they were given white tee shirts with a 
photo of the famous cat on the front and no number on the back. 
 

2001 

 
This year an over 65 League started in the spring with 4 teams: Renegades, Oldies 
but Goodies, Chiro Kids and Old Conti Antiques.  The Renegades managed by Ed 
Long won league championship. 

2005 



In 2005 McClister’s Embroiders managed by Al ???  defeated the Antiques 16 to 6 
to win the regular season championship.  The post season playoff was won by Old 
Conti Antiques who finished with an 8-2 record. 

2006 

In 2006 McClister’s Embroiders defeated the Antiques 11 to 10 to win the 
Championship.  The second half of the season was won by Old Conti 
Antiques.  The Buccaneers had replaced the Oldies but Goodies. 

2007 

In 2007 Puss N Boots managed by Al Avello beat    ????  12 to 11 to win the 
championship playoff game.   

2008 

 

By 2008, the four teams played games every Tuesday and Thursday with one 
game held at the Von Hoffman Field in Fairless Hills, and the other game played 
on the Edgewood Avenue field in Lower Makefield.  Little by little, rules were 
formalized (though never written down) and Ed Long assumed the position of 
Commissioner.  
  

 The season typically began in mid-April and ran through early September, 
followed by a four team, double elimination playoff system. Cliff Ellis from WWC 
published the schedule at the start of the year and kept all of the statistics and 
history of the league. The team rosters remained fixed each year, and managers 
were always on the lookout to increase the talent on their team by scouring the 
night leagues which were also flourishing. 
 

In 2008, after winning the spring season (9-0) and the fall season (7-4), Puss N 
Boot once again won the championship game.   

2009 

In 2009 the spring and fall seasons were merged into one season.  World Wide 
Creations, formerly the Antiques and managed by Bob Gotwald, upset Puss N 
Boots to win the championship game.   



As early as 2009, Bob Johnson had been the driving force in finding places to work 
out in the off season. First he found a small facility off near Street Road and 
Bristol Pike called Extra Innings. They had batting cages and pitching machines. 
For a nominal fee one could spend the morning getting more swings than anyone 
could imagine.  Usually about eight to ten players who showed up and two cages 
would be in use. Typically, three would remain inside each cage: one batter, one 
to feed the machine, and one fielder. 

2010 

In 2010, changes began to take place. Jim Mahoney saw that there was no central 
treasury and no way of controlling how the league operated. There were no 
written rules and there were no meetings where minutes were available for those 
managers who met to make decisions, never mind as information for players in 
the league. There was no method of notifying players when rain or wet fields 
meant canceling games. Most managers used unreliable phone chains to get out 
the information, resulting in many messages never being delivered. While all 
players seemed to be having fun, the growing league seemed to lack organization 
and direction. It was time for change. 
  

 At the first meeting in the spring of 2010 at Puss N Boots, Mahoney 
provided an agenda for the managers and set forth some of the conditions that 
seemed to him to need change. He proposed writing up the rules (himself), and 
established the four managers as the official board of directors. Each would have 
a vote and he would cast the deciding vote. He also addressed the need for a 
treasury to take care of not only purchasing balls but to cover costs for other 
small expenses that he discovered. One item was liability insurance for the 
league. He learned that this group joined the Bucks County (Night) League in 
paying the insurance for the Von Hoffman Field. Their cost would be one hundred 
dollars, paid to the treasurer of the night league. There was also a refundable 
deposit to the town for the permit to use their field. This fee was $100. when the 
question was raised about how to create revenue, Bob Gotwald reported how 
they did it in the Mercer County Night League. Every player was charged $15.00. 
For that, the player was given two tickets to a Trenton Thunder game. The cost of 
the tickets might be $10.00 so the league would retain five dollars. It was decided 
that this was what they would do. With approximately sixty players in the league,  
$300 dollars which would come close to taking care on the financial needs. While 
other matters were also discussed, what followed was an email chain for the 



managers to communicate and for Mahoney to send minutes by email to the 
managers. 
  

 A seemingly small but enduring change was introduced by Mahoney. He 
watched an older player manage to hit a ball safely in front of the right fielder but 
because the batter was older and not very fast, was thrown out at first base by 
the right fielder. Another player remarked on the bench, “I hate to see that when 
a guy finally gets a nice hit to the outfield and he’s thrown out at first base. It’s 
just not fair.” That remark stuck in Mahoney’s memory. In 2010, the first rule 
change he suggested was stating that any player who got the ball successfully 
onto the grass could not be thrown out by the outfielder fielding the ball. He 
wanted to keep the veteran players as they declined in skill and power from 
dropping out as younger, more aggressive players made them feel obsolete. He 
added to the previous rule, the provision that the outfielders could not creep in to 
take away any soft fly balls that came into the outfield. He proposed putting down 
small cones 150 feet from home plate, arranged in an arc from left field to right. 
All outfielders had to remain behind the cones until the ball was hit. This rule 
allowed for older players to be able to contribute. It also allowed the league to 
grow as new players signed up but older players found that they need not yield to 
youth. 
  

 By 2010, Skeets Hensor, manager of the Renegades decided to retire. Carl 
Marshall took over as manager. Al Avello moved further away and turned the 
Puss N Boots team over to long-time player, Bob Johnson. Bob Drapeau, a hard 
hitting third baseman for the Buccaneers took over from Al Kazanjanian.  Bob 
Gotwald was at the helm for his Jersey WWC team. Because the Renegades also 
lost Jeep and a few other long-time players, their roster was very low. At the 
same time, the roster for the Buccaneers was bulging. Mahoney spoke to the 
Renegades Carl Marshall about joining the Renegades as an outfielder. While this 
change had no impact on the balance of power, it enabled Mahoney to get a new 
look at how teams in the league operated, providing additional opportunities to 
improve the league. 
  

 Rosters in the past had been relatively fluid. There always seemed to be 
players coming and going, even some changing teams in the middle of a season. 
Big hitter and pitcher, Arvie Powell, had been playing for the Buccaneers but the 
Bucs pitcher was Steve Torek so Arvie didn’t get a chance to pitch. Out of 
nowhere, Arvie turned up on the Renegades roster as their pitcher for the start of 



the 2011 season. A year before, Bill Fuller, a talented outfielder/pitcher, who was 
on the Bucs roster but was working on a job that prevented him from attending 
games regularly, suddenly showed up as a Renegade following the July four-week 
break. In 2013, Mickey Angelo, whose brother-in-law, Craig Wright played for 
Puss N Boots, learned of the league and asked to play. Without any league 
approval, Angelo was added to the PNB roster and helped the team to solidify 
their position as regular season champion. Something had to change. 
 
In 2010, Ed Long announced he was stepping down as commissioner and word 
went out seeking a volunteer to take on “this very simple job.” A second year 
player named Jim Mahoney expressed his willingness to help out if they couldn’t 
find anyone else. It seems that there wasn’t another soul who spoke up, so the 
position came to Mahoney by default. 
  

 By this point, each team was fully self-sufficient in every way. There was no 
fees to play but the expenses were minimal. There were no formal umpires so the 
first and third base coaches made the calls from their coaches’ boxes on plays in 
the field, and the catcher called the balls and strikes and any plays at the plate. 
Each team took care of its own uniforms, so on some teams, the manager bought 
the uniforms and collected money from the players. On other teams, the manager 
paid for the uniforms out of his own pocket. Players kept the uniform (hat and 
shirt) from one year to the next, so there wasn’t a regular cost to play. The one 
expense that the league had was the cost of a new softball for each game. A ball 
used from a previous game was used as the backup ball. The winning team always 
kept the new game ball. The home team supplied the backup ball. Over time, 
sponsorship wasn’t always available. To cover the cost of the softballs, which was 
the major expense, the managers without sponsors collected about $10 from 
each player for the season. A dozen balls might cost from $3 to $4 each.  
  

 Because each manager was responsible for his own roster, he could go out 
and attempt to get any players he could talk into playing. At the time, some 
players were also playing on the same game days at Crispin Gardens on Holme 
Ave. in NE Phila. Those signed up for the Bucks County teams might often not 
show up to play until after the Philly league was over. Therefore, rosters had to be 
flexible. As a result of the way players were sought for teams, there was no 
registration for the league. The competitive balance depended on how good 
managers were at getting good players for their teams. Unfortunately, some were 
not as aggressive in looking for talent and the imbalance in power began to take 



shape. Because the Jersey team had access to the huge talent pool from Mercer 
County and beyond, they often fielded an all-star type team. For the years around 
2008 to 2013, they rarely lost, and they usually captured the playoffs easily. (One 
year, Puss N Boots surprised this powerhouse and upended the dynasty for that 
year. The dominance returned the next year with WWC fielding an even stronger 
team under manager Bob Gotwald. 
 

2010 Season Standings     

Team Won Lost 

Worldwide Creations 22 10 

Renegades 16 17 

Puss & Boots 15 17 

Buccaneers 12 21 

 

2011 

In 2011 World Wide Creations again dominated. 

2011 Season Standings     

Team Won Lost 

Worldwide Creations 21 5 

Renegades 14 11 

Puss & Boots 15 14 

Doylestown Wealth Mgt 5 23 

 

 

2012 

 

2012 Season Standings     

Team Won Lost 

Worldwide Creations 24 3 

Puss & Boots 14 14 

InjuryLawyer.com 13 16 

Doylestown Wealth Mgt 6 22 

 

 



 

 
2013 

 

2013 Season Standings     

Team Won Lost 

Worldwide Creations 26 1 

Injurylawyer.com 13 14 

Puss & Boots 9 18 

Doylestown Wealth Mgt 7 20 

      

 



 
 

2014 

 

A registration process, which included a proof of age provision, was put in place 
and a draft was held for the three Pennsylvania teams. The managers, Jim 
Mahoney, Bob Johnson, and Bob Rodgers, taking over the Renegades’ for Carl 
Marshall, drafted all 47 players in an orderly procedure. The league operated as 
the Bucks 65+ Senior Softball League. The + sign was added to differentiate this 
morning league from the evening league was already called the Bucks County 
Senior Softball League. Subsequently Bob Rodgers announced he was no longer 
able to play or manage. Kenny Reis emerged as the leader running that team 
successfully for the next five or six years. Despite all of the efforts of the PA 
teams, they still couldn’t compete with the Jersey team (Worldwide Creations) 
which dominated that year, going 20-5. 
  

 It was clear to the PA managers that something had to be done about the 
competitive imbalance. A proposal to have WWC players become part of the pool 
of players to be drafted for four teams. WWC declined and the league moved 
forward without any of those players.  With a few of the 47 players not returning 



and a handful of new players, the league began the season with 4 teams of about 
13 players on each roster. Ray Giberson volunteered to be the manager for the 
new team and he selected the Iron Pigs for the name. 
  

 The season ended successfully as the Iron Pigs won the regular season and 
then prevailed in the playoffs. 
 

 
  

 The league had a practice of having luncheons for all players at Puss N 
Boots. Often it would be an opening of the season affair, with a buffet lunch. 
Sometimes, there might be a luncheon at the end of the season to review the 
season and send the players off for the next season. A year end item of discussion 
was the need to get new players. Tom Kegelman got things going by volunteering 
to head a committee that would take on a series of areas for advertisement, 
including a group to post flyers, a group to send ads to all newspapers, big and 
small, and a group to cover electronic sources. Harold Ritter volunteered and 
would soon accept the role of assistant commissioner, as well as, someone who 
knew the newspaper business and could suggest avenues for reaching players. He 
was followed by Bill Russell, who took on the big role of contacting all of the 



newspapers with write-ups. Russell would later become the assistant 
commissioner when Rittler stopped playing. Carl Weigand volunteered to contact 
any radio and tv outlets to get the word out. The efforts that winter produced a 
flurry of activity. Scores of guys (and occasionally some women) saw the ads or 
the posters and called to express interest. The seeds had been sown. 
 
 

2015 

 
      

2015 Season Standings     

Team Won Lost 

Puss & Boots 18 5 

Sustainable Fare (Iron Pigs) 14 9 

InjuryLawyer.com 14 10 

Doylestown Wealth Mgt 7 17 

Panthers 5 17 

      



At the close of the 2015 season the league held a postseason luncheon at Puss N 
Boots Tavern.  The luncheon featured Bobby Shantz and Curt Simmons as special 
guests.  The league members took advantage of the occasion to help Bobby 
celebrate his 90th birthday.   
 
Bobby was the 1952 American League MVP after winning 24 games pitching for 
the Philadelphia Athletics.  He was a member of the 1958 New York Yankees 
world series winning team.  He pitched for the 1964 Phillies, a team that we all 
remember well.  As a Yankee he made appearances in both the 1957 and 1960 
World Series.  Bobby was a gold Glove winner 8 times and an American League All 
Star in 1951, 1952 and 1957.  In the 1957 All Star Game he struck out Whitey 
Lockman, Jackie Robinson and Stan Musial in consecutive at bats.    
 
Curt pitched in the major league for 20 years with the Phillies but also with the 
Cardinals, Cubs and Angels.  He was a Three time All Star.   He was a key 
contributor to the success of the 1950 Phillies World Series Team winning 17 out 
of 25 games that he started.  In 1964 (why is it always 1964) he pitched in the 
World Series for the Cardinals.   He retired after having pitched 163 complete 
games with 36 shutouts. 
 

 
Bobby Shantz, Curt Simmons and Ump Gary Papura. 

 



2016 

 

 

2017 

In 2017 the league expanded to 6 teams and moved to Middletown 
Community Park.  With two side by side fields the league was able to 
accommodate 3 games in two time slots all at one location.  The Teams 
were the Iron Pigs, Panthers, Puss N Boots, Raiders, Renegades and a team 
of new players the Timberwolves.  The Renegades won the regular season 
championship but the Timberwolves managed by Jim Mahoney won the 
postseason tournament. 



            

 

 



2018 

In 2018 the League expanded to 8 teams.  The Blue Jays, Eagles, Hawks, Panthers, 
Puss N Boots Wildcats, Raiders, Royals, and Timberwolves.  The Timberwolves 
took the regular season championship finishing the season with 18 wins.  The 
Raiders meanwhile struggled winning only one game before the summer break 
but added Norm Derry as their pitcher and turned things around in the second 
half of the season.  The Raiders went on to defeat the Panthers in the post season 
Tournament. 

The 2018 Timberwolves 

 



•  

 
 

2019 

In 2019 we once again had 8 teams.  The Comets replaced the Hawks and 
the Renegades replaced the Royals. 



 
 
The Wildcats led by Bobby Johnson were the regular season champions 
ending their season with a 12 and 6 record. 



 
 
In the post season tournament it was the once again Mickey Angelo’s 
Raiders defeating Bob Esterly’s Eagles.  Gene Rubin provided a clutch two 
out, two run, single in the bottom of the seventh for a Raider walk off win. 



 

2020 

2020 was the year that wasn’t.  At the end of the 2019 season Jim Mahoney 
retired as Commissioner and moved to Florida.  Jim O’Brien was approved by the 
Board as the new Commissioner.  Near the end of 2019 a new strain of the corona 
virus emerged.  Due to the potential severe impact of this virus amongst 
members of the older community the Board decided to cancel the 2020 season.   

Many league members were interested in playing, regardless, so in place of the 
formal league, a renegade league of four teams was created.  The teams played at 
Firefighters Park in Langhorne.  Colored tees instead of uniforms, no umps, no 
walks, just guys playing softball for the fun of it.   

The four teams were: the Neanderthals (Jim O’Brien, mgr; grey), the Ancients 
(Bob Johnson, mgr; white), the Antiques (Jack Galloway, mgr; red), and the Relics 
(Bob Esterly, mgr; blue).   

 

The Antiques led by Jack Galloway finished in first place.  Team rosters are below 



 
 

 

2021 
Due to the continuing presence of covid the league implemented a rule that 
all players had to verify their full vaccination status before practicing or 
playing any games.  Enough players were vaccinated to allow the league to 
field 7 teams. 

Sadly, this year we experienced the loss of Ed ‘Dutch’ Powers and Chris 
Fessey.  Ed was a motorcycle riding, saddle bag toting, cowboy hat and 
boots wearing, banana sized cigar smoking personality.  Chris was a 
somewhat quiet man who made it very, very difficult to get a ball past 3rd 
base.  Both exemplified the spirit of the league and are sorely missed. 

The end of season double elimination Tournament saw the Regular Season 
Champion Eagles square off against the resurgent Panthers in the finals. 
The Panthers had finished last during the regular season.  The Eagles came 
to the finals with no losses while the Panthers suffered one loss at the 
hands of the Wolverines in the first round.  The Panthers Cinderella season 
ended with the Eagles winning the final 13-3.   



 

 

 
 
2022 



 
This year indoor practice moved to the PRAC facility on W. Trenton Ave., 
Morrisville, PA. as the Sports Complex in Warminster, PA was closed and 
it’s future unknown.  The Tues. & Thurs practices were well attended with 
usually 30-40 players. 
 
League Playing Rules were reviewed and in addition to minor tweaks some 
notable changes were made.  Using pinch runners reverted back to a prior 
year’s rule that any pinch runner can only be used twice during a game. 
Since paid umps for all games was invoked in 2021, the section regarding 
using volunteer umps was removed.  And the sub-player rules were 
clarified and a cap placed on how many sub’s a team may draw from 
available players. 
 
With an influx of 16 new players the league stands at 8 teams.  On Thurs. 
April 28th a luncheon/draft was held at Puss ‘N Boots where managers and 
players found out their 2022 team rosters. Rosters follow with new players 
in bold type.   
 

        Buejays                     Devils                      Comets                       Eagles 
McNulty, Jack Weiner, Fred  Riess, Ken Esterly, Bob (Mgr) 

Donohue, Jack Hooker, Jeff Oseroff, Aaron Krieger, Bill 

Dempsey, Richard Martinelli, Paul Blank, Jeff Jones, Gary 

Redding, Tom Froio, Frank (Mgr) Wasylak, Wally Ronald Mangini 

Mealey, Ken Reeber, Gene Whittaker, Charlie Kates, Del 

Niederpruem, Craig Claghorn, David Silvester, Bob Wright, Craig 

Bullman, Lee Detwiler, Dave Tvarok, John Wible, Howard 

O'Brien, Jim (Mgr) Tobolsky, Nelson Heaton, Wayne Culp, Kevin 

Decker, Ron Barlow, Gerry Boyce, Tom Doernberg, Bob 

Bradley, Steve Sacharov, Aaron Russell, Bill Courtright, Dave 

Smelcer, Gary Trovato, Joe Walsh, John Salmon, John 

Jakubowski, Tom Borden, Dave Smith, Franklin Radon, Ken 

Rosenblatt, Art Smeltzer, George Dickson, Rich Johnson, Charley 

Vacancy Tarnow, Larry Barsky, Jerry (Mgr) Leone, Joe 

 
 
 
 



Wildcats           Panthers                  Timberwolves             Lions 
Restivo, Larry Vannozzi, Bob Blatt, Jeff Gaines, Bob 

Puzan, Darryl Barlow, Roy Franco Folda Belenko, Steve 

Porter, Bill Weigand, Carl Colucci, Michael Zimmerman, Tracy 

Gottlieb, Eric Kilgarriff, Connie Galloway, Jack (Mgr) Bennett, Gary 

Katz, Hal Rodill, Mark Ortlip, Dave Cassidy, Dale 

Weinstein, Bill Grines, Joe Harris, Gene Howland, Bill 

Glauser, Frank Burkett, Vince Dunfee, Bob Cohen, Ron (Mgr) 

Miller, Ron Pich, Richard Boyle, Tom Delaney, Tom 

Schmidt, Ed Zupan, Jack (Mgr) Rubin, Gene Stabene, Jim 

Giberson, Ray Schwartz, Bill Matlack, Bill Kouvolo, Bill 

Scheele, Steve Frayne, Dave Weingarten, Monroe Avello, Al 

Fuchs, Warren O'Mara, Pat Bradford, Bim Agasar, Judy 

Johnson, Bob (Mgr) Hoelper, Rich Deon, Frank Landes, Larry 

De Palma, Lou Rutter, Doug Vacancy Vacancy 

 
Covid continued to impact the league.  The first week’s games were cancelled due 
to some infections.  The heat and rain also impacted the schedule and of the 35 
games scheduled most teams got to play about 2/3 of them. 

 
Regular season winners were the Lions. 

  
 
On Saturday, Oct. 08, the league played its first annual All Star game under the 
lights at the Middletown Community Park fields.  Players nominated participants 
from their own rosters with each team allotted 4 selections.  Two teams of all 
stars were formed and a 9-inning game was played.  The Bob Johnson All Stars 
outlasted the Jerry Barsky All Stars 6-4.  The affair was well attended with crowd 
estimates of 90 to 110 men, women and children.   



 
The end of season double elimination Tournament began on Thurs., 9/29 and 
after some weather related starts and stops the tournament ended on Thurs., 
Nov. 03. The Eagles played the Lions in the final. The Lions had defeated the 
Eagles in an earlier round 3-2.  Game 1 was a back-and-forth affair with the Eagles 
going ahead in the top of the 7th and winning 7-6 forcing a 2nd playoff game.   In 
Game 2 with the Lions hitting the ball and the Eagles flubbing the ball it was one-
sided contest with the Lions winning 10-2 and becoming the 2022 Tournament 
champs.  
 

 


